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Khaled Abulaila, Director of Biodiversity and the National Seed Bank of 
Jordan at the National Agricultural Research Center (NARC)/Jordan, PhD, 
in conservation biology; he is an expert in wild flora native to the East 
Mediterranean with focus on Crop Wild Relatives and wild edible species 
native to the region. He has a long experience in floral survey, Identification 
of specimens collected, seed collection and conservation, mainly, Ex situ 
conservation, seed banking, species rehabilitation and habitat restoration. 
He is a partner collaborator with the MSB/RBG/Kew/UK; he is the national 
focal point for biodiversity for food and agriculture, and plant genetic 
resources at the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture and focal point of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture/FAO. He is Mashreq Sub-Region 
representative, coordinator of Plant Genetic Resources Network and 
national focal point of the Global Manifesto on Neglected Under Utilized 
Species-Forgotten Foods at the Association of Agricultural Research 
Institutions in the Near East & North Africa (AARINENA). He is also a 
member of Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) national technical 
committee/RSCN, a member of Asia Arabian Plant Specialist Group 
(WAAPSG), a member of the editorial board of the Jordan Journal of Natural 
History of the RSCN, member of the CITES national committee of Jordan 
and a member of Plant Variety Protection National technical committee 
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